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arrested at 'Amara. All were released two days later with the
exception of Saiyid Kamil.J
The murder at Basra of Farid Beg, Gendarme Commander,
who, it was reported, had come to Basra to kill Saiyid Talib and
twelve other Arabs in opposition to the C.U.P.,,2 and of Badie
Nun Beg, Mutasarnfof Muntafiq, by followers of Saiyid Talib,
on June 2Oth, intensified the anti-Turkish aspect of Saiyid
Talib's agitation in Basra. The failure of the Turkish Govern-
ment to bring him to book emboldened Arabs, both at Basra
and at Baghdad. The official circular from the Minister of
Interior, extending special considerations to Arabs, such as
three Ministers of State, five Waliships, ten Mutasarrifships,
etc.,3 was dismissed without confidence. In Basra, the Reform
Committee with Saiyid Talib at its head published its pro-
gramme4 which, if realized, meant the transfer of the real
authority from Constantinople to the Administrative Council
of Basra Wilayet. In addition, the Reform Committee issued a
long appeal to troops and Arab tribes in the wilayet, denounc-
ing the Turkish Government, and calling upon all Arabs to
arise and throw off the Turkish tyranny by asserting the
independence of 'Iraq.
In Baghdad, all of the seven members elected by Baghdad
city on September 8th, as its members to the first General
Council of Baghdad Wilayet, were in opposition to the C.U.P.
Manifestos, including especially virulent ones from Aleppo,
demanding decentralization, continued to circulate. A new
vernacular newspaper, An-Nahdha or 'The Awakening3, pub-
lished by Muzahim Beg Pachahji, one of the Arab leaders began
to appear in the first week of October.5 The quarrel between
the Turkish and Arab officers would have burst into open
violence without the intervention of General Muhammad
Daghistani, who appealed to their honour as soldiers.
1 Events in Turkish 'Iraq, June, 1913.
z So 'Izzat Beg, sent as successor to Farid Beg, declared.   Ibid., July, 1913.
3 The Times y July 3rd and 4th, 1913.
lAl"Dastilr (Basra), August 22nd, 1913.         6 Baghdad, October 3rd, 1913.
236

